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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Newly submitted claim 47 directed to an invention that is independent or distinct 
from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: the applicant's 
composition could be used for purposes beyond those described in claim 47. For 
example the composition of claim 46 could be used as a corrosion inhibitor for copper. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claim 47 is withdrawn from consideration as 
being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1 .142(b) and MPEP § 821 .03. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 
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The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
3. Claim 46 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ikemoto; 
Kazuto etal. US 637241 0 B1. 

Concerning the chelating agent, Ikemoto, Kazuto teaches the following: 

The resist stripping composition according to the present invention may contain a 
corrosion inhibitor, which may include sugars such as fructose, glucose, galactose and 
sorbose; sugar alcohols such as sorbitol, xylitol and erythritol; polyphenols such as 
gallotannin, ellagitannin, catechin and proanthocyan; and quaternary ammonium salts 
such as tetramethylammonium hydroxide, tetramethylammonium carbonate and 
tetramethylammonium formate. 

Concerning the claimed organic solvent, Ikemoto, Kazuto teaches the following: 

6. The resist stripping composition according to claim 5, wherein said at least one glycol 
ether is selected from the group consisting of ethylene glycol monomethyl ether, 
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ethylene glycol monoethyl ether, ethylene glycol monobutyl ether, ethylene glycol 
dimethyl ether, ethylene glycol diethyl ether, diethylene glycol monomethyl ether, 
diethylene glycol monoethyl ether, diethylene glycol monopropyl ether, diethylene glycol 
monoisopropyl ether, diethylene glycol monobutyl ether, diethylene glycol monoisobutyl 
ether, diethylene glycol monobenzyl ether, diethylene glycol dimethyl ether, 
diethylene glycol diethyl ether, triethylene glycol monomethyl ether, triethylene glycol 
dimethyl ether, polyethylene glycol monomethyl ether, diethylene glycol methyl ethyl 
ether, triethylene glycol, ethylene glycol monomethyl ether acetate, ethylene glycol 
monoethyl ether acetate, propylene glycol monomethyl ether, propylene glycol dimethyl 
ether, propylene glycol monobutyl ether, dipropylene glycol monomethyl ether, 
dipropylene glycol monopropyl ether, dipropylene glycol monoisopropyl ether, 
dipropylene glycol monobutyl ether, dipropylene glycol dimethyl ether, dipropylene 
glycol dipropyl ether, dipropylene glycol diisopropyl ether, tripropylene glycol and 
tripropylene glycol monomethyl ether. 

Concerning the water and the organic amine, Ikemoto, Kazuto teaches the following: 

Claims What is claimed is: 1 . A resist stripping composition comprising 0.001 to 0.5% by 
weight of a fluorine compound, 0.01 to 30% by weight of a corrosion inhibitor, 50 to 99% 
by weight of an ether solvent and the balance being substantially water, the corrosion 
inhibitor being selected from the group consisting of quaternary ammonium salts, 
organic salts derived from a carboxyl-containing organic compound and a basic 
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substance, phosphoric acid-based chelate compounds, carboxylic acid-based chelate 
compounds, amine-based chelate compounds, and oxime-based chelate compounds. 

Concerning the fluoride, and amine, Ikemoto, Kazuto teaches the following: 

2. The resist stripping composition according to claim 1, wherein said fluorine 
compound is at least one compound selected from the group consisting of hydrofluoric 
acid, ammonium fluoride and amine hydrofluorides. 
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Conclusion 

4. Claims 1-13, and 15-17 are found to be allowable. 

5. The applicant's newly defined Markush group of amines overcomes previous 
rejections as the prior art fails to teach the combination of the amine, the fluoride, the 
organic solvent and water. Nor does the prior art provide motivation for selecting these 
specific amines. As such these claims are found to be allowable. 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory E. Webb whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1325. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-17:30 (m-f). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon can be reached on 571-272-1498. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Gregory E. Webb/ Gregory E. Webb 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1796 Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 1796 
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